
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 18 September 2002] 

 p1196c-1197a 
Mr Shane Hill; Ms Sheila McHale 

 [1] 

ACTIVE AGEING TASK FORCE, GERALDTON FORUM 

137. Mr S.R. HILL to the Minister for Community Development, Women’s Interests, Seniors and 
Youth: 

I am aware that an active ageing task force community consultation forum was conducted in Geraldton 
yesterday.  Will the minister explain what the forum was designed to achieve? 

Ms S.M. McHALE replied: 
I thank the member for Geraldton for some notice of this question and for his participation with a number of 
seniors in a community forum in Geraldton yesterday. 

As a preliminary comment, I say that it is important that we recognise our nation - and, in fact, the world - is 
experiencing a demographic shift.  We are becoming an ageing population and, as such, we need to ensure that 
we have in place good policies to meet this very significant demographic shift. 

As part of the positive ageing task force, six community consultations will occur in places such as Moora, 
Geraldton, Albany, Mandurah and the metropolitan region, and we will approach community consultation with 
Aboriginal communities in a somewhat different way.  The approach is to get feedback from community 
members, and the information will be used to develop a five to 10-year plan for seniors’ services in the context 
of active ageing.  Active ageing is essentially about participation in social, economic and civic affairs; it is more 
than just being physically active. 

To answer the specific question, the issues raised and focused on related to healthy and active ageing, work force 
planning and employment policies for seniors, lifelong learning and the important issue of elder abuse.  For the 
next six months the task force will pursue various forms of consultation, including questionnaires and the use of 
the Internet, to obtain feedback from seniors and community members throughout the State.  I am very excited 
about this project and this work.  It is about long-term planning for our community and I commend the work of 
the task force. 
 


